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THE HONORS PROGRAMTHE HONORS PROGRAM   
CANDIDATE FORMCANDIDATE FORM  

 
 

Candidate applications are reviewed upon receipt. Candidates are notified within three weeks about admission status 
into the Honors Program. Freshman Admission is competitive, with the admissions committee paying particular 

attention to strong academic records and good expository writing, as demonstrated in the application to APU and the 
Honors essays. Admission to the Honors Program is awarded on a continuing basis until the Program is filled Seventy 

students are admitted each academic year. Early application is strongly encouraged. 
 
PERSONAL INFORMATION (Please Print or Type)  
 
Name       Home Phone (       )  
 Last First Middle              Cell Phone (      )                              
 
Address   City   State   Zip   
 
Gender (check):     F     M E-mail __________________________________     APU Mail Box __________ 
 
I have applied for Trustee Scholarship   Yes  No 
What major field(s) of academic study will you be pursuing at Azusa Pacific University?   
 
ESSAY QUESTIONS 
 
The candidate is asked to submit responses to the following two prompts.  Responses can be emailed, faxed or sent to 
the Honors Program office. 
 
 

1. The Honors Program at APU encourages student to be involved in academic and extracurricular activities that 
promote the Four Cornerstones of Christ, Scholarship, Community and Service 
(http://www.apu.edu/about/cornerstones/). To this end we are looking for students who have demonstrated 
excellence in many aspects of their lives and who show a history of commitment to community service and 
leadership. Briefly discuss how you satisfy these criteria. What makes you distinctive? 
 

2. Write a thoughtful and creative essay in response to one of the following quotations. Aim for 2-3 typed, 
double-spaced pages (500-750 words). 

 
a. "[W]hen I took up the cross I recognized its meaning.  It is not something that you merely put your 

hands on.  It is not something that you wear.  The cross is something that you bear and ultimately that 
you die on."   Martin Luther King, Jr.   The Autobiography of Martin Luther King, Jr.  
(Ed.). Clayborne Carson, page 343. 

b. "Because hope is much more than a mood, it involves a commitment to action.  Its moral character 
implies that what we hope for should be what we are prepared to work for and so bring about, as far as 
that power lies in us."  John Polkinghorne 

c. "We don't want to feel less when we have finished a book; we want to feel that new possibilities of 
being have been opened to us.  We don't want to close a book with a sense that life is totally unfair and 
that there is no light in the darkness; we want to feel that we have been given illumination."  --
Madeleine L'Engle, Walking on Water: Reflections on Faith and Art, page 133.   

 
To learn more about the APU Honors Program visit http://www.apu.edu/honors/ 

 
Submit Candidate Form and Essays via Mail or Fax to:  

Dr. Vicky Bowden, Director, The Honors Program 
Azusa Pacific University, 701 East Foothill Blvd., Azusa, CA  91702-7000 

Phone: (626) 387-5794                Fax: (626) 387-5733              E-mail: apuhonors@apu.edu 
 

Office Use Only 
Date Received ___________     GPA _______       SAT ________          ACT ________       Student Response   yes    no   date______                   
Student Accepted to APU  yes    no   SIN _____________________      College GPA ________________ 
Honors Program Candidate Form 2009 

 
What is the APU Honors Program? 
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The Azusa Pacific University Honors Program is an academically enriched plan of study developed for talented and 
motivated students. The curriculum fulfills a significant portion of the General Studies requirements while challenging 
students with greater depth, intensity, and intellectual rigor.  In addition, several honors courses are offered in upper 
division classes needed to meet some major requirements. The program coursework is designed for students committed 
to intellectual dialogue and Christian fellowship with scholars.  The faculty members selected to teach in the program 
are acknowledged experts in their field and are known for their outstanding scholarly contributions. 
 

Why Should I Participate in the Honors Program? 
 

 Honors students who graduate from APU with at least a 3.3 GPA and have completed 21 units of APU Honors 
classes receive the Honors Scholar designation on their diploma and are honored with a beautiful medallion to 
wear during the graduation ceremony.    

 Honors students complete 4 semesters of Honors Colloquia, a unique academic and cultural enrichment program. 
 The Honors Program challenges students to perform at their highest level of academic excellence and develop their 

abilities to the fullest. 
 Innovative thinking is highly encouraged through close student-faculty collaboration and limited class enrollment. 
 Students have the opportunity to receive Honors credit for advanced course work and special projects completed in 

non-Honors classes. 
 The Honors program provides the opportunity to take courses that are academically challenging without the busy-

work. 
 Students are given opportunities to represent APU by participating in regional and national honors conferences.  
 Students may select to work on research/scholarly projects or apply for scholarships, internships, or fellowships 

with the help of their Honors advisor and Honors faculty members in their major departments. 
 The Honors Program provides fellowship in a close-knit community of faculty and intellectually gifted 

undergraduates dedicated to acquiring a broad and balanced education.  
 Incoming freshman students participate in Alpha Groups with fellow Honors students. Alpha groups are small 

groups of 10-15 freshmen that allow new students to build deep and meaningful relationships, and tackle issues 
that face students on college campuses. The groups meet once a week in Beginnings class and once a week outside 
of class for discussion. 

 Each semester Honors students are invited to participate in a variety of Honors colloquia, cultural and social events 
to enrich their experiences at APU. 

 Students may select to complete Honors units through study abroad in Oxford, England. 
 Students may also choose to enjoy the great outdoors and participate in honors study experiences in the APU High 

Sierra (Yosemite) Program. 
 During the class registration period, Honors students are given the opportunity to register early for classes to 

optimize course schedules.  
 Sophomore, Junior and Senior students may select to live in an Honors Living Learning Community in the APU 

Village. 
 

Who is eligible to apply for acceptance? 
 

Students are invited to apply to the Honors Program as incoming first-year students, transfer students, or as currently 
enrolled APU students.  Invitees are selected from the top 10 percent of the APU applicants on the basis of academic 
performance, demonstrated leadership ability, and exemplary character.  
 

How do I apply to the Honors Program? 
 

Complete the Honors Program admission essays and submit your essays to the Honors Program office as soon as 
possible via fax, mail or email. Completed essays are reviewed upon receipt and invitees are notified within 3 weeks 
about their admission status into the APU Honors Program.  Up to 70 new students will be admitted.  Early application 
is encouraged to ensure participation in the program.   
 
To download the Candidate Form and to learn more about the Honors Program, please visit 
www.apu.edu/honors/. 


