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A Guide to Health and Psychosocial Instruments (HAPI) 

 
HAPI indexes measurement instruments in the health fields, the behavioral sciences and library 
science. Coverage begins in 1985, though some earlier instruments are included. 
 
1. The advanced search screen will give you the option to search by keyword, author or title. 
Keyword searches include words from the title, acronym, abstract, and subject headings (or 
descriptors) fields. A primary source contains the original instrument, while a secondary source 
does not include the entire instrument. 
  

 
 
2. After you have performed a search, the search box will remain at the top of the page. Scroll 
down the page to see your Results. 
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3. Your search result will include the title of the article as well as the journal where the article 
can be found. The title of the instrument itself is listed first, right after the author(s). 
 

 
 
4. Some of the items indexed are chapters in books, and are formatted a little differently than 
journal articles. 
 

 
 
5. When your click on the Complete Reference, you will see the Title, Authors, and Source, 
which were included on the Results page. Additional helpful information can be found in the 
Acronym, Abstract and References fields. References generally point to the authors’ source for 
the instrument. Sometimes the Abstract will tell you if the Reference listed is where the 
instrument was first published. 
 

 
 
6. Both the bottom of the Results and the Complete Reference pages will provide you with the 
option to print or email results. Checking the Complete Reference box is a good idea, since the 
References field contains information you will need to find the instrument if the original 
instrument is not indexed in HAPI. 
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7. Since many instruments are commonly referred to by an acronym, it is helpful to know how to 
search for them. Typing in the acronym name and then clicking on the More Fields option will 
allow you to search for that acronym precisely.  
 

 
 

 
 
More information about advanced searching can be found in the HAPI Database Field Guide at 
http://www.ovid.com/site/products/ovidguide/hapidb.htm
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.ovid.com/site/products/ovidguide/hapidb.htm

