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EDUCATION 

    
2007 Ph.D., Claremont Graduate University, Claremont, CA   

History of Christianity, Degree Awarded:  January 2007 
 
Dissertation Title:  “Body Language:” Physiognomic Characterizations in Fourth-
century Heresy Conflicts 
 
Dissertation Committee:  Karen J. Torjesen, Chair; Vincent Wimbush; Lori Anne 
Ferrell (Successfully defended September 2006) 
 
Comprehensive Examinations:  Early Christianity (Church & Society, Church & 
State, Cultural Constructions of Religious Rhetoric); Medieval Christianity; 
Renaissance/Reformation (Transatlantic Puritanism); Methodology (Constructions 
of the “Other”); Theorists:  Pierre Bourdieu, Jonathan Z. Smith, and Post-
Colonialism; Thematic (Orthodoxy & Heresy) 
 

1997-8 D. Min. Coursework, two semesters, C.P. Haggard School of Theology, Azusa 
Pacific University, Azusa, CA. 

 
1996-7 M. Div equivalency, C.P. Haggard School of Theology,  

Azusa Pacific University, Azusa, CA. 
 

1992 M.A., Pastoral Studies, C.P. Haggard School of Theology,  
Azusa Pacific University, Azusa, CA.  
 
Graduated summa cum laude, Urban Ministries emphasis. 

 
1991  B.A., Azusa Pacific University, Azusa, CA   
 Field of Study:  Religion, graduated magna cum laude   
 
1975-1980  California State University, Northridge, Northridge, CA  

Near completion of B.A. degrees in French Literature and Music  
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TEACHING EXPERIENCE  

 
2010 - present Theology Program Director, Director of APU Theology & Art Rome Study 

Abroad program, Azusa Pacific University, Azusa, CA    
 
2007 - present Associate Professor of Church History, Azusa Pacific University,  
 Azusa, CA    
 Courses taught in addition to those taught as an adjunct: 
 Senior Seminar:  Theology and Social Issues 
 American Christianity from 1620 to the Present 
 The Formation of Early Christianity 
 Global Christianity 
 The History of Pentecostalism 
 
2002 Visiting Lecturer, Universal Truth Center, Miami, FL 
 Introduction to Early Christianity 
 
1996 - 2007  Adjunct Professor, Azusa Pacific University, Azusa, CA 
 Approximately 21 semester units per year 
 

Church History:  Apostolic Age to 1517  
Church History:  Reformation to the Present 
Humans & Ethical Behavior (Ethical Theories & Worldview) 
Foundations of Ministry (Theoretical and practical bases of ministry) 
Field Education (Leadership development of graduate students in ministry) 
 

1996 Teaching Assistant, C. P. Haggard Graduate School of Theology   
 Azusa Pacific University, Azusa, CA.   

Evangelism and Discipleship 
 

RESEARCH AND TEACHING INTERESTS 
 
Early Christianity     Theoretical Approaches 
Orthodoxy & Heresy  Postcolonialism 
Physiognomy  Pierre Bourdieu & the Logic of Practice 
Church & State  Jonathan Z. Smith & Constructions of the “Other” 
Church & Society  Material Culture analysis 
Religious Rhetoric in Late Antiquity  Victor Turner’s Social Drama 
Cultural/Religious Constructions of Identity   The Language of Conflict and Reconciliation 
Religious Space & Faith 
Greco-Roman & Jewish Origins of Christianity 
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Secondary Interests 
Jewish-Christian Relations (Late Antiquity & the Middle Ages)    Civil War as a Theological Crisis 
Martyrdom & Theology of Suffering             Transatlantic Puritanism 
Medieval Mysticism (Christian, Kabbalah, & Sufism)           Medieval Papacy 
Protestant Reformations (English, German, & Swiss)           Evangelicalism 
Religious Extremism (Christian, Jewish, & Islamic)           Medieval Matristics 
 
LANGUAGES AND TECHNICAL SKILLS 
 
Languages studied:  French, Latin, Greek, Hebrew, Italian, German, and Spanish 
 
Proficiencies:  HTML and web design, Power Point, and desktop publishing.  
 
FELLOWSHIPS AND AWARDS  
 
2013 Independent research sabbatical based at the Archaeology Department of the 

University of York, U.K. to study Roman British Christianity, partially funded by 
Azusa Pacific University sabbatical leave program (July 17-November 28, 2013). 

  
2012 Lilly Fellows Program, Ballycastle, Ireland, July 7-28.  Topic:  “Teaching Peace 

and Reconciliation: Theory and Practice in Northern Ireland.” 
 
2007 National Endowment for the Humanities Summer Grant at the American Academy 

in Rome, June 10-July 21, 2007.  Topic: “Roman Religion in its Cultural Context."   
 
2003-2004 Ph.D. Dissertation Grant, Claremont Graduate University, Claremont, CA 
 
1998-2000 Ph.D. Minority Fellowship, Claremont Graduate University,  
 Claremont, CA 
 
1997 Inductee, Pi Lambda Theta, International Honor Society and Professional 
 Association in Education 
 
1991-1992 Academic  Lilly Grant, C.P. Haggard Graduate School of Theology, Azusa Pacific 

University, Azusa, CA 
 
1991 Soroptimist Women’s Tuition Grant, Pasadena Chapter, Pasadena, CA 
 
1985-1991 Undergraduate Music and Academic Scholarships, Azusa Pacific University, 
 Azusa, CA 
 
1980 Inductee, Alpha Mu Gamma, National Foreign Language Honor Society 
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PRESENTATIONS AND PUBLICATIONS 
 
Faculty Moderator, Coram Deo colloquia – five interdisciplinary faculty panel presentations per year 
sponsored by the undergraduate theology student organization to provide theological discussions on 
topics relevant to Christian faith and praxis – Spring 2011 to the present. 
 
Popular Christianity in Roman Britain: Developing the Continuity Thesis.  Paper presented at the 
17th International Conference on Patristic Studies at Oxford University, Oxford, England, August 14, 
2015. 
 
“Embedded Christianity in Roman Britain,” sabbatical leave lecture, October 9, 2014, Azusa Pacific 
University, Azusa, CA.   
 
“Whose Kingdom is It Anyway?”  Faith Matters School of Theology lectureship, April 3, 2014, 
presented at Azusa Pacific University, Azusa, CA. 
 
 “The Making of an Emperor: Constantinian Identity Formation in his Invective Letter to Arius.”  In 
Studia Patristica 62, papers presented at the 16th International Conference on Patristic Studies held 
in Oxford, 2011, ed. A. Brent and M. Vinzent.  Leuven: Peeters, 2013:303-312. 
 
Winston, Jacquelyn E. (2013).  “Listening to the African Witness,” in Christian History Magazine 
(Issue 105), 4-5. 
 
“The Assassin of a Prophetic Imagination:  Imperialistic Rhetoric in Ancient Rome and 
Contemporary America” in Nurturing the Prophetic Imagination, ed. Mark Mann and Jamie Gates.  
Eugene, Oregon: Wipf and Stock, 2012: 69-78. 
 
 “Creation and Illumination: The 400th Anniversary of the King James Bible,” October 24-November 
21, 2011, Azusa Pacific University, Azusa, CA.  Faculty presenter and panelist for multiple sessions 
including public reading of the Bible in Latin, Italian, and French on October 26; presenter, “The 
Role of the King James Bible in the African-American Church” on October 29; panelist, “17th 
Century English Religion and Theology” on November 1; panelist, “The Legacy of the King James 
Bible and the African-American Church” on November 12, 2011. 
 
The Making of an Emperor:  Constantinian Identity Formation in his Invective Letter to Arius.  
Paper presented at the 16th International Conference on Patristic Studies at Oxford University, 
Oxford, England, August 10, 2011. 
 
Imperialistic Rhetoric:  The Assassin of a Prophetic Imagination.  Paper presented at the Nurturing 
the Prophetic Imagination Conference, Point Loma Nazarene University, San Diego, CA, March 
2010. 
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The Emperor’s New Clothes: The Role of Place and Space on the Formation of Constantinian 
Christianity.  Paper presented at the International Society of Biblical Literature Conference, Rome, 
Italy, July 2009. 
 
Invited participant in a faculty seminar on The Role of Multifaith Education in the Formation of 
Religious Leaders funded by the Henry Luce Foundation at Auburn Theological Seminary, May 26-
27, 2009, New York. 
 
Article, “Is The Gospel of Judas Gospel?” APULife Vol. 19, No. 2 (Summer 2006):8-9. 
 
Review, The New Encyclopedia of Christian Martyrs compiled by Mark Water.  Christian Scholar’s 
Review (Summer 2003): 469-471. 
 
Review, Learning from History: A Black Christian’s Perspective on the Holocaust by Hubert Locke.   
Shofar, Vol. 21:4, Summer 2003.  
 
Review, The Story of Christian Spirituality edited by Gordon Mursell.  Christian Scholar’s Review 
(Winter, 2002). 
 
Grant writing, Lilly Grant for Theological Programs for High School Youth, Azusa Pacific 
University, March 2002.   
 
Parables in Black and White, unpublished manuscript on contemporary Jewish-Christian and 
African-American relations, 1997.   
 
PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES AND MEMBERSHIPS 
 
2008-present Member, Society for Biblical Literature 
 
2004-present Member, North American Patristics Society 
 
2000-2006 Asst. Minister,  New Life Christian Center, Los Angeles, CA.   
 
2000 Session Moderator, The Ideal Job Search & Other Urban Legends, American 

Academy of Religion, Western Region.   
 
1999-2002 Student Representative, Communication Officer, American Academy of 
 Religion/Society for Biblical Literature of the Western Region (WECSOR). 
 
1999-2009 Member, American Academy of Religion 
 
1996-2000 Vice-President, Board of Directors, Seed House, a multi-faith social justice 
 organization based in Cincinnati, Ohio. 
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1992-1998 Member, Board of Directors, Council for Women in Christian Leadership,   
 C.P. Haggard Graduate School of Theology, Azusa Pacific University, 
 Azusa, CA. 
 
1996-1998 Asst. Minister, Abundant Joy Christian Fellowship, Inglewood, CA 
 
1996 Member, Search Committee for Professor of Theology and Director of Program for 

Women in Christian Leadership, C.P. Haggard Graduate School of Theology, 
Azusa Pacific University, Azusa, CA. 

 
1996 Conference Coordinator, sponsored by the Graduate School of Theology & School 

of Psychology – Journey to Wholeness:  Overcoming Abuse, Azusa Pacific 
University. 

 
1991-present Ordained Minister, International Church of the Foursquare Gospel 
 
1984-1995 Associate Pastor, First Foursquare Church of Pasadena, Pasadena, CA.  
 
1976-1984 Lay Leader and Staff member, The Church On the Way, Van Nuys, California.   

Senior Pastor:  Jack W. Hayford.   
 
REFERENCES 
 
Dr. Karen Jo Torjesen, Margo L. Goldsmith Professor of Women's Studies, Claremont Graduate 
University, 831 N. Dartmouth Ave., Claremont, CA 91711, (909) 607-9893, email: 
karen.torjesen@cgu.edu.  
 
Dr. William Yarchin, Professor of Biblical Studies, Undergraduate Division of Philosophy and 
Religion, Azusa Pacific University, P.O. Box 7000, Azusa, CA 91702-7000, (626) 815-6000, ext. 
5683, email:  byarchin@apu.edu.  


