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Syllabi Content – May, 2012
Standard Syllabi Language: 
Following the APU Credit Hour policy, to meet the identified student learning outcomes of this course, the expectations are that this ___ unit course, delivered over a ___ week term will approximate:
___ hours/week classroom or direct faculty instruction
___hours/week laboratory work
___hours/week internship
___hours/week practica
___hours/week studio work
___hours/week online work
___hours/week research
___hours/week guided study
___hours/week study abroad
___hours/week other academic work 
In addition, out-of-class student work  will approximate a minimum of ___ hours (undergraduate) or ___ hours (graduate) each week.*
* Faculty note that this calculation of time in out-of-class work is based on the policy below which states that per credit hour there is a minimum of two hours (for undergraduate) or three hours (for graduate) of out-of-class student work each week for a fifteen-week term, or the equivalent amount of work over a term of a different length.
Faculty—just as a reminder, here is the credit hour policy. This WILL NOT go in a syllabus. It is located on the Provost website (https://www.apu.edu/provost/credit/) and in UG and Graduate catalogs.
APU Credit Hour Policy  Approved February 2012
A credit hour represents the amount of work governed by intended and clearly identified student learning outcomes and verified by evidence of student achievement that approximates one hour (or 50 to 55 minutes) of classroom or direct faculty instruction and a minimum of two hours (for undergraduate) or three hours (for graduate) of out-of-class student work each week for a fifteen-week term, or the equivalent amount of work over a term of a different length. Classroom or direct faculty instruction and out-of-class student work leading to the award of credit hours may vary for courses that require laboratory work, internships, practica, studio work, online work, research, guided study, study abroad, and other academic work to achieve the identified student learning outcomes. In addition, student workload may vary based upon program expectations established by national or regional accrediting bodies.
 Assignment of credit hours for courses will occur during program/course approval processes and be monitored through faculty, curriculum, and program reviews established by the university.


Samples

Examples of Physical Therapy classes possible credit hour syllabi entries
 Note department policy: We base homework hours on lecture, not lab times. Also our calculations are based more on our accreditor's  (CAPTE) current estimate (2 hours outside work for every one hour in class), rather than the WASC estimate (3 hours/week for each one hour).
 
Course: PT718 Clinical Skills 1A
Format: 3 units = 2 units lecture, 1 unit lab
 
Following the APU Credit Hour policy, to meet the identified student learning outcomes of this course, the expectations are that this 3 unit course, delivered over a 9 week term will approximate:
4 hours/week classroom of direct faculty instruction
5 hours/week laboratory work
In addition out-of-class student work will approximate a minimum of 10 hours each week.

Course: PT 525 (3 units)
Format: 3 units = 3 units lecture
Following the APU Credit Hour policy, to meet the identified student learning outcomes of this course, the expectations are that this 3 unit course, delivered over a 9 week term will approximate:
5 hours/week classroom of direct faculty instruction

In addition out-of-class student work will approximate a minimum of 10 hours each week.


Examples of Math/Physics classes possible credit hour syllabi entries

Course: PHYC152 Physics for Life Sciences II
Format: 4 units = 3 units lecture, 1 unit lab

Following the APU Credit Hour policy, to meet the identified student learning outcomes of this course, the expectations are that this 4 unit course, delivered over a 15 week term will approximate:
3 hours/week classroom or direct faculty instruction
2 hours/week laboratory work
In addition out-of-class student work will approximate a minimum of 8 hours each week.

Course: PHYC161 Physics for Science & Engineering I
Format: 5 units = 4 units lecture, 1 unit lab

Following the APU Credit Hour policy, to meet the identified student learning outcomes of this course, the expectations are that this 5 unit course, delivered over a 15 week term will approximate:
3 hours/week classroom or direct faculty instruction
2 hours/week laboratory work
1 hour/week recitation
In addition out-of-class student work will approximate a minimum of 10 hours each week.

Course: MATH270 Differential Equations
Format: 4 units
Following the APU Credit Hour policy, to meet the identified student learning outcomes of this course, the expectations are that this 4 unit course, delivered over a 15 week term will approximate:
3 hours/week classroom or direct faculty instruction
1 hour/week guided study (group projects in consultation with faculty)
In addition out-of-class student work will approximate a minimum of 8 hours each week.



Examples of Graduate Theology classes possible credit hour syllabi entries
Note department policy: We base homework hours on lecture, not lab times. Also our calculations are based more on our accreditor's  (ATS) current estimate (2 hours outside work for every one hour in class), rather than the WASC estimate (3 hours/week for each one hour).

Course: GBBL 511 Seminar in Biblical Interpretation
Format: 4 units = 4 units lecture or direct faculty instruction

Following the APU Credit Hour policy, to meet the identified student learning outcomes of this course, the expectations are that this 4 unit course, delivered over a 15 week term will approximate:
4 units of 55 minute lecture or direct faculty instruction in a classroom

In addition, out-of-class student work will approximate a minimum of 8 hours each week, satisfying the ATS standard of two hours out-of-class work per unit each week.

Course: GBBL 521 People of God (taught online)
Format: 4 units = 4 units lecture or direct faculty instruction

Following the APU Credit Hour policy, to meet the identified student learning outcomes of this course, the expectations are that this 4 unit course, delivered over a 15 week term will approximate:
2 hours a week of reading the lecturer’s notes/listening to lecturer on audio
2 hours a week of participating with lecturer in online forum

In addition, out-of-class student work will approximate a minimum of 8 hours each week, satisfying the ATS standard of two hours out-of-class work per unit each week.



Glossary

term- the unit of time in weeks over which a course is delivered
classroom or direct faculty instruction – time in lectures, seminars and/or other designated time with faculty in attendance  when students are meeting and receiving instruction from the faculty. This includes exam time, attending a study group that is assigned by the instructor to meet for a specified period of time, and attending meetings in small groups with the course faculty.
laboratory work – instructional hours consisting of supervised student practice of a previously introduced theory or principle during which practical skills and knowledge are developed and  reinforced.
internship- instructional hours consisting of supervised work experience activities related to skills/knowledge acquired during a training program.
practica – instructional hours spent in a clinical setting with patients or clients.
studio work – instructional hours associated with rehearsals, musicianship classes, art work, live performances, or recording sessions, as required by faculty.
online work – actual hours of student engagement in an online classroom, an interactive tutorial, required online discussion chat/discussion board or computer-assisted instruction.
research – instructional hours spent conducting research under the supervision of a faculty member
guided study - sometimes referred to as directed study or independent study. Time spent completing study and research that is part of an approved contract for earning a specific number of units.
study abroad – credit hours awarded for instructional hours completed in a domestic or international off-campus study program
other academic work – other work not covered in any of the other definitions that is awarded by a faculty member as part of meeting the  student learning outcomes for a particular course.
out-of-class student work  -  homework, reading, and study time; time completing assignments and projects.
